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Broward County Public Schools
Gifted Advisory Council-General Meeting
Plantation Middle School 
March 10, 2025 @ 6:30PM

Email: BrowardcountyGAC@gmail.com 			Website: https://giftedadvisorycouncil.ch2v.com/   

______________________________________________________________________________________________ Chair: Karla Figueroa			Vice Chair: Alan Bushkin,

Recording Secretary: Kay Lewis 	Corresponding Secretary: Vacant
______________________________________________________________________________________________
   
A. Meeting Called to Order by Chair Karla Figueroa at 6:35 PM 

B. Introductions/Meeting Etiquette: The chair reported that based on the Sunshine Laws in person meetings are required to vote on recommendations and minutes, despite the request for meetings via Microsoft Teams. In addition, she introduced all board members present at the meeting. 

C. Approval of Minutes
1. February minutes were approved as written. The motion was made by Alan Bushkin and seconded. 
D. Old Business  
1. Gifted summer Camp 
· As a friendly reminder the deadline to apply for the gifted summer camp is March 28, 2025. The only school offering the gifted summer camp is Pompano Beach High School.
E. Chair Updates and Announcements:
1. Transition Meetings
· An ESE specialist should be scheduling and meeting with parents and/or caregivers who have students transitioning from Elementary to Middle and Middle to High School next school year. 
2. New Design District Website 
· Target Launch is scheduled for approximately May and/or June 2025. The BCPS website will have a new look and feel. There was a task force created to facilitate feedback received from the external and internal users of the website. 
3. Nominating Committee
· GAC Board Selection for the 2025-2026 school year includes the following positions, Chair, Vice -Chair, Recording Secretary and Corresponding Secretary. The board provided a brief description of each position’s responsibilities at the meeting. The chair also reported that the position responsibilities will be posted on the GAC website. All positions are open and once filled the appointment is for 1yr. 
F. New Business 
1. Superintendent of Broward Schools- Dr. Howard Hepburn- See below responses from Superintendent Dr. Hepburn. 
· iready- parents expressed concerns about the difficulty of students using the program. Dr. Hepburn reported that the program’s goal is to compliment the teachers teaching the students and it’s a stretch-based goal program. The individualized schools would need make necessary changes to the program as needed.
· Gifted Academies and their effectiveness. The parents reported that the gifted academies were effective in the district, and they have since decreased. Dr. Hepburn reported that the gifted academies as well all other programs are being reviewed as to their effectiveness. The review is being done in phases. He further provided that most programs are people driven and the county is suffering loss due to families and teachers relocating to lower cost cities; There are no current school closures (although they are not supporting FTEs allotted) as there is difficulty in closing schools within the county, and there are concerns about some programs having problematic structures. FTEs are state federal dollars that provide extra funding to the schools. 
· Charter schools- The concern a parent raised is placing their student in charter schools then upon withdrawal to return to the BCPS setting there is an educational deficit. Dr. Hepburn advised that charter schools are not governed by the same regulations as BCPS to include the credentials of teachers that provide education. Parents should work with placing their students in the assigned school in their area regardless of school grade as the grade is not indicative of the learning and services the student will receive. He commented that parents complete a tour of the school and reach out to the staff at the school for further information and not solely rely on the school grade. 
· Dr. Hepburn mentioned partnerships with profit/nonprofit municipalities, colleges/universities within Florida that enhance the BCPS ability to meet student needs. 
· Dr. Hepburn reported at this time BCPS is reviewing the start and end times for school, however the bill that was going to change the times was abolished. He advised that there are no plans to build additional high schools. He confirmed that there is no transportation provided for school choice. Yet, if there is a vacant spot on a bus for at least 15 days, the parents can contact the school to see if they can be provided with that empty spot and make the accommodation for the student to get to the bus stop for drop off and pick up. 
· Parents expressed concerns about the study hall allotted period in school not being utilized for the students to complete work or providing teaching opportunities. Dr. Hepburn confirmed that it is a contractual agreement with the Broward County Teacher’s Union that predates his administration that instituted a study hall period. BCPS is looking into the matter. 
· Dr. Hepburn did elaborate on comments made by parents related to a K- 3 focus on gifted students and reported that there is great potential for gifted academy schools for K-8. However, it is unusual that testing for gifted takes place prior to 2nd grade. 
· Parents expressed concerns about the time allotted to provide feedback at school board meetings. Dr. Hepburn advised that is a school board policy and not a superintendent policy. He also informed the parents that there is a school board meeting tomorrow, March 11, 2025. 
2. The Future of Gifted Advisory Council (GAC)
· There are currently 19 advisories, and the school board convened a task force to investigate other alternative options to include how to be more supportive of the advisories and decrease the number. The task force e-mail is supt_taskforce@browardschools.com.  This is where you can ask and provide questions. 
· Over 11,000 students are classified as gifted. 
· A meeting related to the advisories is being held on Thursday, March 13, 2025 @ 6:30 PM at KCW (Kathleen C. Wright) office. Any comments, concerns and/or questions must be provided in writing prior to the meeting. 
G. Q & A- None
H. Adjournment: The chair, Kalra Figueroa adjourned the meeting at 8:24 PM and thanked everyone for attending. Motion made by Kay Lewis. The members were reminded that the next meeting scheduled is to take place on April 14, 2025, in person. 



Approved ___ as written __ as corrected on April 14, 2025. 

Respectfully submitted,
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Kadiya “Kay” Lewis 
Gifted Advisory Council Recording Secretary
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